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INSIDE  N.I 


MEMBERSHIP  CHAIRMAN’S  REPORT 

No  new  membership  applications  have  been  received  since  the  last  report. 

Regular  Membership  Converted  to  Life  Membership; 

LM-136  Horace  P.  Flatt,  209  Brookhollow  Drive,  Terrell,  Texas  75160-5005 

LM-137  Alfred  Buonaguro,  P.  O.  Box  13,  Brandywine,  Maryland  20613 

(Latin  America,  Particularly  Crowns) 


DONATIONS  REPORT 


We  have  received  the  following  donations  since  the  last  report: 


Name 


Donation 


Anonymous 
Employer’s  Matching 
KOONTZ,  L.  Donald 
LEWIS,  Jack  E. 
MULLAN,  Bill 
ORLOWSKI,  Frank 


$1,000.00  Cash 
$1,000.00  Cash 
$15.00  Cash 
$100.00  Cash 
$40.00  Cash 
$5.00  Cash 


Preference  of  Use 


General  Operating  Fund 
General  Operating  Fund 
General  Operating  Fund 
Woodward  Collection 
General  Operating  Fund 
General  Operating  Fund 


LIBRARIAN’S  REPORT 


The  Library  would  like  to  thank  Edd  Smith  for  his  donation  of  the  current  3rd  edition 
of  Marc  and  Tom  Hudgeons’  Official  2000  Blackbook  Price  Guide  to  World  Coins. 

Granvyl  G.  Hulse,  Jr.,  Book  Librarian 
James  D.  Haley,  Periodical  Librarian 


FROM  THE  EDITOR’S  DESK 


It  has  been  quite  some  time  since  we  have  made  an  appeal  to  the  membership  for 
help  with  items  to  publish.  We  are  in  good  shape  for  articles  at  this  time  but  we  do 
have  a strong  need  for  filler  items  which  would  take  up  less  than  one  page.  Filler 
items  of  1/4  to  3/4  page  length  are  needed  to  help  us  fill  blank  spaces  in  the  pages 
of  the  NI  Bulletin.  Also,  we  urge  all  members  to  make  use  of  the  Member  Notice 
Page.  Those  using  it  say  it  works.  There  were  no  notices  to  publish  this  month. 
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MATCHING  GIFT  PROGRAMS 


Numismatics  International  is  a non-profit  educational  organization  falling  under 
paragraph  501c3  of  the  United  States  Internal  Revenue  Service  Code,  just  as  colleges 
and  universities  do.  As  such,  your  donations  to  NI  are  likely  to  be  tax  deductible. 

It  is  also  possible  that  you  can  double  or  even  triple  your  donation,  if  you  work  for 
or  are  retired  from  a company  or  organization  that  matches  donations  to  non-profit 
organizations.  To  find  out  if  your  employer  has  a matching  gift  program  and  how  to 
use  it,  please  contact  them  and  ask.  The  following  is  a list  of  companies  that  are 
known  to  match  donations  to  non-profit  educational  organizations.  Even  if  yours  is 
not  listed,  it  still  might  have  a matching  gift  program.  Normally  the  company  will 
supply  you  with  a form  to  fill  out  and  submit  to  NI  along  with  your  donation.  NI 
then  provides  additional  information  and  sends  it  back  to  the  company’s  matching  gift 
office  for  qualification.  The  process  is  simple  and  painless.  Why  not  give  it  a try. 

Matching  Gift  Companies 


A.  G.  Edwards  & Sons  Inc. 

Akzo  Nobel,  Inc. 

Allied-Signal  Fdn. 

Ameren 

Anadarko  Petroleum  Corp. 

Arco  Fdn. 

Aspect  Matching  Gifts  Program 
Atlas  Copco  North  America,  Inc. 

Baird  Kurtz  & Dodson 
Bankamerica  Fdn. 

BHP  Petroleum  (Americas),  Inc. 

BP  America,  Inc. 

Brungardt  Hower  Ward  Elliott  & Pfeifer, 
Butler  Manufacturing  Co.  Fdn. 
Certainteed  Corp.  Fdn. 

Chase  Manhattan  Fdn. 

Chicago  Tribune  Fdn. 

Compaq  Computer  Fdn. 

Coming,  Inc.  Fdn. 

Deluxe  Corp.  Fdn. 

Duke  Energy  Corporation 
Eaton  Charitable  Fund 
Engelhard  Corp. 

Erie  Insurance  Group 
Fireman’s  Fund  Fdn. 

GE  Fdn. 

Haliburton  Fdn. 

Hoechst  Marion  Roussell,  Inc. 

Honeywell  Fdn. 

Houghton  Mifflin  Co. 


Abbott  Laboratories 
Allendale  Insurance  Fdn. 
Amerada  Hess  Corp. 

American  Express  Fdn. 
Anheuser-Busch  Fdn. 

Arthur  Andersen  & Co.  Fdn. 
AT&T  Fdn. 

Avery  Dennison 
Bank  of  America 
Becton  Dickinson  Fdn. 

Boeing  Co. 

Bristol-Myers  Fund,  Inc. 

.C.  Burlington  Northern  Santa  Fe  Fdn. 
Caterpillar  Fdn. 

Cessna  Fdn. 

Chevron  USA,  Inc. 

Coca-Cola  Co. 

Conoco,  Inc. 

Cummins  Engine  Fdn. 

Dow  Chemical  Co. 

Duracell  International,  Inc. 

Eli  Lilly  & Co.  Fdn. 

Entron  Fdn. 

Fidelity  Fdn. 

Fleet  Financial  Group 
Grant  Thornton  Fdn. 

Hershey  Foods  Corp. 
Hoffmann-La  Roche,  Inc. 
Hormel  Foods  Corp. 

IBM  International  Fdn. 
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IDEX  Corp. 

Intel  Fdn. 

J.  C.  Penney  Co.,  Inc. 
Knight-Ridder,  Inc. 

The  Law  Co. 

Lucent  Technologies  Fdn. 
Massachussets  Mutual  Life  Ins. 
Medtronic  Fdn. 

Meredith  & Lytle 
Mobil  Fdn. 

Morton  International,  Inc. 
Mutual  of  New  York  Fdn. 
NationsBank  Corp. 

NCR  Fdn. 

Nissan  Motor  Corp.  in  USA 
Novartis  US  Fdn. 

Oneok  Fdn.,  Inc. 

Penn  Mutual  Life  Insurance  Co. 
Pfizer  Fdn. 

Phillips  Petroleum  Fdn. 

Proctor  & Gamble  Fund 
Raytheon  Co. 

Rubbermaid  Fdn. 

Shell  Oil  Co.  Fdn. 

SmithKline  Beecham  Fdn. 

State  Farm  Co.  Fdn. 

Texaco,  Inc. 

Texas  Instruments  Fdn. 

Thiokol  Fdn. 

TRW  Fdn. 

Union  Pacific  Corp. 

UPS  Fdn. 

Wal-Mart  Fdn. 

Wells  Fargo  & Co. 
Weyerhaeuser  Co.  Fdn. 

Zurich  Reinsurance  Centre,  Inc. 


Ikon  Office  Solutions 
Investors  Fiduciary  Trust  Co. 

Kmart  Corp. 

KPMG  Peat  Marwick  Fdn. 

Lockheed  Martin  Fdn. 

Marsh  & McLennan  Co.,  Inc. 
McKesson  Fdn.,  Inc. 

Merck  Co.  Fdn. 

Meredith  Corp. 

Monsanto  Fund 
Motorola  Fdn. 

National  Computer  Systems 
Nationwide  Insurance  Fdn. 

New  York  Life  Fdn. 

Northwestern  Mutual  Life  Fdn. 
Occidental  Oil  and  Gas  Charitable  Fdn. 
Ostram  Sylvania,  Inc. 

Pepsico  Fdn. 

Philip  Morris  Companies,  Inc. 

PPG  Industries  Fdn. 

Prudential  Fdn. 

Royal  Insurance  Fdn.,  Inc. 

SBC  Fdn. 

Simpson  Common  Paymaster  Co. 
Sprint  Fdn. 

Tenneco,  Inc. 

Texas  Gas  Transmission  Corp. 

The  Hartford 
Tricon  Fdn.,  Inc. 

U W West  Fdn. 

United  Technologies 
Vulcan  Materials  Co. 

Walt  Disney  Co.  Fdn. 

Western  Resources  Fdn. 

Williams  Companies,  Inc. 


FORGERIES  THAT  LOOK  BETTER  THAN  THE  ORIGINALS 


Paul  F.  L.  de  Groot,  Calgary,  Alberta,  Canada,  NI  # 1786 


The  1/4  stuiver  struck  in  Utrecht  for  the  Netherlands  Indies  (Indonesia)  in  1826  with 
the  privy  mark  S was  extensively  forged  in  Birmingham,  England.  These  fakes  were 
lighter  than  the  originals,  hence  more  profitable  to  produce.  They  are  also  of  better 
workmanship  and  look  neater.  The  makers  got  around  the  laws  against  counterfeiting 
by  claiming  to  put  these  coins  into  circulation  in  areas  that  were  not  officially  under 
Dutch  control. 
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SPANISH  POLITICAL  COUNTERMARKS 


Juan  Jose  Moreno  y Casanova  and  Bob  Forrest 

The  coin  shown  in  Fig.  1 is  a 5 centimos  piece  of  the  Provisional  Government  of 
1870,  Barcelona  mint.  It  was  still  current  at  the  time  of  the  Spanish  Civil  War  of 
1936-1939,  hence  its  use  for  political  countermarking  at  that  time.  The  countermark 
reads  POUM,  and  is  apparently  machine  struck. 


Fig.  1 

P.O.U.M.  = Partido  Obrero  de  Unificaci6n  Marxista  (the  Workers’  Party  of  Marxist 
Unity)  was  a rebel  communist  party  founded  in  1935  as  the  union  of  Joaquin 
Maurin’s  Bloque  Obrero  y Campesino  (The  Workers’  and  Peasants’  Party)  and 
Andreu  Nin’s  Izquierda  Comunista  de  Espana  (Communist  Left  of  Spain).  It  formed 
part  of  the  Popular  Front  that  won  the  elections  of  February  1936.  Its  main 
strongholds  were  in  Valencia  and  Barcelona  (the  countermark  probably  originated  in 
one  of  those  cities).  Its  secretary  general  was  Maurin  up  till  his  detention  in  Galicia 
at  the  beginning  of  the  Civil  War,  at  which  point  Nin  took  over  the  post.  But  as  a 
Marxist  breakaway  communist  party  - and  more  to  the  point,  an  anti-Stalinist  one  - 
it  aroused  the  enmity  of  the  mainstream  communists  and  of  the  GPU,  the  Russian 
secret  (political)  police,  who  were  at  that  time  active  in  Spain.  (One  has  to  remember 
that  Stalin  had  a grip  on  Spanish  affairs  on  account  of  the  Republicans  depending  on 
him  for  aid.)  The  end  result  was  a communist  persecution  of  P.O.U.M.  which  even 
entailed  accusations  of  its  leaders  co-operating  with  Franco  and  the  fascists.  Alleged 
letters  from  Nin  to  Franco  were  ‘discovered’  - they  were  actually  forgeries  - and 
orders  were  given  for  the  arrest  of  all  the  leaders  of  P.O.U.M.,  which  was  declared 
an  illegal  organisation.  In  the  latter  part  of  1937  a number  of  P.O.U.M.  members 
were  shot  by  the  communists,  and  Nin  himself  was  murdered  in  somewhat  mysterious 
circumstances.  In  October  1938,  the  imprisoned  leaders  of  P.O.U.M.  were  brought 
to  trial,  but  the  trial  collapsed  and  they  were  found  not  guilty  of  espionage. 

Our  second  coin  (Fig.  2)  is  also  a 5 centimos  piece,  this  time  of  Alfonso  XII,  dated 
1878,  and  again  of  the  Barcelona  mint.  It  has  been  machine  struck  with  the  initials 
F.A.I. 
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Fig.  2 


F.  A.I.  = Federaci6n  Anarquista  Iberica  (Iberian  Anarchist  Federation),  founded  in  July 
1927  in  Valencia.  Its  principal  objective  was  to  establish  itself  as  the  controlling 
force  behind  the  C.N.T.  (Confederacion  Nacional  de  Trabajo  = National  Confederation 
of  Labour),  the  great  anarchist  syndicate,  and  to  maintain  the  purity  of  the  collectivist 
principle  in  the  face  of  moderate  and  communist  tendencies.  Before  the  Civil  War 
the  F.A.I.  was  opposed  to  the  Republic,  against  which  it  organised  various  uprisings 
and  insurrections  (eg  Bajo  Llobregat  in  1931  and  Casas  Viejas  in  1933).  During  the 
Civil  War,  though,  it  sided  with  the  Republicans  against  the  Fascists,  organising 
columns  of  militia  and  assassinating  elements  adverse  to  the  Republic  (and  to  its  own 
political  ends!).  It  extended  its  control  over  the  C.N.T.,  collectivising  land  in 
Andalucia  and  factories  in  Cataluna.  It  also  participated  in  the  Republican 
government.  Its  newspaper  was  called  "Tierra  y Libertad"  (Land  and  Liberty),  and 
its  leaders  were  Durruti,  Ascaso,  Garcia  Oliver  etc.  For  another  countermark  of  the 
F.A.I.  see  NI  Bulletin , December  1994,  p.278. 


Fig.  3 

Our  next  coin  (Fig.  3)  is  a 10  centimos  piece  of  Alfonso  XII  dated  1877  and  of  the 
Barcelona  mint.  It  is  machine  struck  with  the  initials  D.P.F.R.,  a countermark  which 
relates  to  the  Carlist  Nationalist  forces.  Of  anti-liberal  and  anti-communist  ideology, 
they  were  the  traditionalist  supporters  of  the  monarchy  and  the  protagonists  of  three 
civil  wars:  1833-1840,  1846-1849  and  1869-1876,  known  as  the  Carlist  Wars,  as 
indeed  is  the  civil  war  of  1936-1939.  Their  principal  force  was  rooted  in  Navarre  and 
the  Basque  country.  Various  Carlist  countermarks  are  known,  like  the  fleur-de-lis  or 
the  abbreviated  motto  featured  on  this  coin,  D.P.F.R.  = Dios,  Patria,  Fueros,  Rey  = 
God,  Country,  (Old-style)  Law,  King.  Another  of  its  mottos  was,  "Long  live  king  A. 
Carlos!"  (1),  A.  Carlos  being  Alfonso  Carlos,  the  "Carlist  Pretender"  to  the  Spanish 
throne,  who  was  active  in  the  run-up  to  the  Civil  War,  but  who  died  in  1936. 
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There  is  another  countermark  of  the  same  period,  not  illustrated  here,  which  reads: 
jAMNISTIA!  J*S.  Done  on  a 10  centimos  piece  of  the  Provisional  Government  of 
1870,  Barcelona  mint,  it  was  made  about  1935-1936  by  members  of  the  Socialist 
Youth  (=  Juventud  Socialista,  hence  the  initials  J S)  when  an  amnesty  was  declared 
for  those  convicted  after  the  revolution  of  1934  (2). 


Fig.  4 


Our  next  coin  (Fig.  4)  is  a 10  centimos  piece  of  the  Provisional  Government  of  1870, 
Barcelona  mint,  bearing  the  poorly  executed  hand-punched  countermark  VIVA 
ESPANA.  Apparently  done  in  the  Nationalist  Zone  during  the  Civil  War,  it  is  rather 
more  difficult  to  say  who  it  is  in  support  of  than  any  of  the  foregoing  examples.  It 
is  not  pro-falangist,  or  it  would  read  ARRIBA  ESPANA  (Up  Spain!)  (3),  but  then  nor 
is  it  pro-Republican,  or  it  would  read  VIVA  LA  REPUBLICA.  All  one  can  say  is 
that  VIVA  ESPANA  was  a salute  which  was  used  then,  and  has  been  used  since,  in 
military  circles,  but  beyond  that,  nothing  is  definite.  On  the  reverse  the  letters  MD 
are  probably  the  initials  of  whoever  made  the  countermark. 

Our  final  example  is  very  different  from  any  of  the  preceding,  though  it  too  is  a 10 
centimos  piece  of  the  Provisional  Government  of  1870,  Barcelona  mint.  It  is  different 
because  the  machine-struck  countermark,  KKK  (Fig.  5)  relates  not  to  Spain  itself 
but  to  Spanish  rule  in  the  Philippines. 


Fig.  5 

To  understand  its  significance  it  is  necessary  to  know  that  Katipunan  was  the  name 
adopted  in  the  Philippines  by  the  Supreme  Council  of  the  native  conspirators  against 
Spanish  domination  of  the  islands.  Founded  in  Manila  in  1892,  it  had  a masonic 
character,  adopting  the  motto  "pact  of  blood"  - members  signing  an  oath  of  allegiance 
to  the  organisation  in  their  own  blood!  Its  leaders  were,  among  others,  Marcelo 
Hilario  del  Pilar,  Andr6s  Bonifacio,  Teodoro  Plata,  Faustino  Villarruel,  Emilio 
Aquinaldo  and  Ildefonso  Laurel.  Katipunan  was,  however,  a short  form  name.  Its 
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full  name  - the  source  of  the  letters  K K K - was  Kataastaasan  ICagalanggalang 
Katipunan  nang  mga  anak  ng  bayan  (the  Supreme  and  Venerable  Association  of  the 
Sons  of  the  Village).  Their  aim  was  to  assassinate  all  the  Spanish  and  to  gain  the 
independence  of  the  Philippines.  Their  active  campaign  began  in  1896  on  the  island 
of  Luzon,  and  Bonifacio  formed  a revolutionary  provisional  government.  The  attempt 
failed,  though,  on  account  of  the  Captain  Generals  Ram6n  Blanco,  Camilo  Polavieja 
and  Fernando  Primo  de  Rivera,  and  under  the  agreement  of  Biac-na-bato  (1897),  the 
insurrectionists  submitted  themselves  to  the  Spanish  authorities. 

Since  1861  there  had  existed  a mint  in  Manila  that  had  struck  its  own  coins  in  gold, 
silver  and  copper.  It  seems  unlikely,  then,  that  the  Spanish  Government  ever 
officially  sent  large  quantities  of  the  5 and  10  centimos  coins  to  the  Philippines.  It 
seems  more  likely  that  the  coin  in  Fig.  5 was  one  which  had  found  its  way  to  the 
islands  in  the  bag  of  some  Spanish  soldier,  civilian  or  priest,  had  somehow  got  into 
circulation  there,  and  had  later  been  stamped  with  the  propagandist  letters  KKK. 


Fig.  6 


Fig.  6 shows  a Philippino  5 pesos  note  on  the  reverse  of  which  is  depicted  the 
ceremony  of  the  "pact  of  blood"  initiation  into  Katipunan.  A banner  bearing  the 
initials  KKK  can  be  seen  in  the  background. 

Notes. 

(1)  Javier  Verdejo  Sitges,  "Coleccidn  de  resellos  y curiosidades  carlistas",  Acta 
Numismdtica  vol.  21-23  (1991-1993),  p.515-522. 

(2)  An  account  of  it  can  be  found  in  M.  Zabaleta,  "Tesourino  contempordneo  con 
reselo  politico"  in  Gallaecia,  vol.  16  (1997),  p.323-337. 

(3)  The  falangist  salute  ARRIBA  ESPANA  is  sometimes  found  stamped  on 
Republican  pesetas  of  1937,  the  countermarking  being  believed  to  have  been  ordered 
by  General  Queipo  do  Llano  to  give  validity  to  the  Republican  coinage  in  the 
Nationalist  Zone.  See  Josep  Maria  Vails  i Font,  "Definiciones  VIH",  Gaceta 
Numismdtica,  vol.  77  (June  1985),  p.41-42. 
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CATALOG  REVISIONS 


John  S.  Davenport,  Mount  Dora,  Florida,  Nl  # 602 
OSTFRIESLAND 


9609  TALER  1563 
EDZoCHR*IOH*C*  - JET*D*PHRI*ORI 
FERDSD:G:RO:IMP:S*AVG:GERHVNBOREX 

A9610  2 TALERS  1564 

9610  TALER  1564 

5M0*EDZ*CR*I0*C*E*D*PH*0*DA*PA*D*I*D*N0 

*ferdi*roma*impera*sem*avgvst: 

A.  With  PH*OR*DA*. 

B.  With  AVGVSTVS 

9611  TALER  n.d. 

*EDZ • CHR • IOH • CO • E • DO • PH(0)RI  • ORIE  fleur-de-lis 
*FER*D:G:RO:IM:S:AVG:GER:HV:BO:REX 

9611 A TALER  n.d. 

EDZ*CFIR*IOH*CO*E*DO*PHRI*ORIE* 

FERDI*ROMA*IMPERA*SEM*AVGVST* 

B.  With  ORIENT 


9611B  TALER,  n.d. 

*EDZ*CHR*IOH*CO*ET*DO*PHRI*ORIEN 

*FER*D*G*RO*IM*S*AVG*GER*HV*BO*REX 
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9612  TALER  n.d. 


*MO*AR*EDZ*CH*IO*C*ET*D*PHRI+ORIENT  X 
*FERDI*ROMA*IMPERA*SEM*AVGVST* 

9612A  TALER  n.d. 

*M0*N*AR*EDZ*CRI*I0H*C0*D*P*0* 

FERDINAN*ROMA*IMP*SEM*AVGVS 

9613  TALER  1568-1575,  1579 

EDZ-E(T) -10(H) -C(0)(M)  - E(T)-D0(M)-PHRI(S)(I)(E)  0(R)(I)(E) 
DA-PACEM-DOM(I)(N)(E)-IN-DIEB(VS)-NO(S)(T)(R)(I)(S) 

9614  TALER  1581-1585,  1587-1592 

EDZ-E-I0(H)-C0  * E • DO • PHR(I) • O(R)  X 

DA  PAC(E)(M)  DOMI(N)(E)  IN  DIEB(US)  N(0)(S)(T)(R)(I)(S) 

7120 A 2 TALERS  1614  ROUND 


7122  TALER  1614 

7122A  TALER  1614, 1615, 1616, 1617  KLIPPES 
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7123  TALER  n.d. 
A7129  2 TALERS  n.d. 


7133  TALER  1685 

Legend  ends  FR-OR-D-E'S'&-W* 

7134  HEAVY  GULDEN  37mm.  c.l8g. 
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THE  COINAGE  OF  HUNGARY  REFLECTS  CHANGES  IN 
ITS  HISTORY:  AN  OVERVIEW 


Akio  Lis , YN,  Omaha , Nebraska,  NI  # 2497 

The  history  of  the  Hungarian  state  is  usually  seen  as  beginning  with  the  settling  of 
the  middle  Danube  basin  by  the  Magyars  in  the  9th  century.  Previous  tenants  had 
included  Celtic  and  Germanic  tribes,  and  later  barbarians  from  the  Asiatic  steppes 
during  the  region’s  nominal  control  by  the  Roman  Empire.  Any  plans  for  migration 
into  other  parts  of  Europe  were  stopped  by  the  defeat  of  the  Magyar  armies  by  the 
German  king  Otto  I in  955.  In  about  970,  the  tribes  were  united  under  the  chieftain 
G6za  which  began  300  years  of  rule  by  the  Arp^d  dynasty. 

The  rise  of  the  Arp6d  dynasty  led  not  only  to  political  stability,  but  also  to  the 
Christianization  of  the  country  with  allegiance  to  the  papacy  in  Rome.  Thus,  G6za’s 
son  Stephen  was  crowned  King  of  Hungary  in  1000  by  Pope  Sylvester  n,  clearly 
tying  the  country’s  development  to  that  of  Western  Europe  rather  than  with  the  so- 
called  Byzantine  Empire  and  Eastern  Europe.  The  first  Hungarian  coins  were  issued 
during  Stephen’s  reign.  The  design,  of  the  Carolingian  type  modelled  after  Bavarian 
obols,  consisted  of  a linear  Greek  cross  in  the  center  containing  a pellet  in  each 
quarter  surrounded  by  the  legend  STEPHANUS  REX.  The  presence  of  the  cross 
would  symbolize  the  strong  influence  of  the  Church  in  Hungary.  During  the  reign  of 


St.  Stephen  (1000-38),  Penny  AR,  17mm  Salomon  (1063-74),  Penny  AR,  15mm 


Ladislas  I (1077-1095),  the  cross  would  be  changed  to  the  triple  cross,  which  would 
be  inscribed  in  a circle  with  four  tiny  crosses.  The  coinage  of  King  Salomon  (1063- 
1074),  consisting  of  small  obols  and  denars,  was  the  first  to  include  a "portrait",  i.e., 
his  profile,  which  was  modelled  after  German  imperial  denars.  The  various  rulers  of 
the  1 1th  century  issued  obols  and  denars  of  various  designs  and  types,  typically  using 
Western  themes. 


During  the  12th  century,  beginning  with  the  reign  of  Coloman  (1095-1114),  the 
exterior  of  the  Hungarian  coins  changed  so  that  coins  had  a larger  area,  with  a smaller 
field,  no  legend  and  a more  ornate  cross.  By  the  end  of  the  century  (B61a  III,  1 173- 
1196),  coin  styles  changed  to  include  the  thin  bracteate  style  which  originated  in 
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Saxony.  However,  strong  Byzantine  and  Islamic  influences  remained  on  many  of  the 
coin  designs  throughout  this  century.  The  usurper  Stephen  IV  (1 162)  issued  scyphate 
coins  similar  in  style  to  those  of  his  sponsor,  the  Byzantine  Empire. 


Stephen  IV  (1162),  AE  Follis,  26mm  (Photo  enlarged ) 


During  the  13th  century,  coinage  design  would  vary 
with  ruler.  During  the  reign  of  Andrew  II  (1205-1235) 
it  would  be  influenced  by  the  "Freisach  Denars",  two 
busts  separated  by  a scepter,  named  after  the  region  in 
which  they  originated.  Designs  from  earlier  Hungarian 
coinage  series  were  found  on  the  coins  of  Bela  IV, 
while  characteristic  of  the  Vienna  denars  would  be 
popular  during  the  reign  of  Stephen  V (1270-1272). 

The  Hungarian  kings  of  the  13th  century  would  establish  a strong  rule  at  the  expense 
of  the  country’s  nobles.  Although  this  system  would  allow  for  the  country’s  recovery 
after  the  Mongol  invasion  of  1241-2,  it  would  also  result  in  the  council  of  nobles 
seeking  and  electing  foreign  born  kings  after  the  last  of  the  Arpdd  dynasty  died  in 
1301.  Hungarian  stability  and  growth,  however,  was  to  occur  during  the  reign  of  the 
Anjou  (Italian)  dynasty  (1308-1387)  begun  by  the  election  of  Charles  Robert  (1308- 


Bela  IV  (1235-1270) 
Obol  AR,  11mm 


Charles  Robert  (1308-42),  Groat  AR,  26mm  (Photo  enlarged) 


1342),  whose  grandmother  was  an  Arp2d  princess,  in  1307.  Indeed,  the  Kingdom  of 
Hungary  would  reach  its  peak  under  Louis  I (1342-1382).  Charles  Robert  would 
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introduce  both  new  coinage  patterns  as  well  as 
new  monetary  standard  using  his  new  facility  in 
the  gold  mining  town  of  Chemnychbana,  the 
Kremnitz  Mint.  The  first  gold  coins  (guldens) 
issued  by  Hungary  were  based  on  the  design  of 
the  Florence  florin,  while  silver  denars,  groschen 
and  obols  would  also  show  a more  detailed 
Gothic  design.  Hungarian  coinage  under  Louis 
I (1342-1382)  would  have  a portrait  of  the 
ruler  or  a saint  on  one  side,  and  the  double 
coat  of  arms  (Anjouan-Hungarian)  on  the  other. 

Unfortunately,  Hungary  would  suffer  a decrease  in  its  power  and  a decline  in  its 
currency  standard  due  to  European  conflicts  and  the  threat  from  the  Ottoman  Turks 
resulting  in  a debasement  of  its  coinage.  Sigismund  I (1387-1437)  would  preside  over 
a restructuring  of  the  economy  including  the  issuance  of  small  thin  silver  quartlings, 
obols  and  denars  as  trade  coins  with  typically  crude  designs,  at  the  same  time  that  the 
gold  coinage  design  became  more  Germanic  (i.e.,  Northern  Gothic).  In  addition, 
changes  in  the  design  of  Hungary’s  gold  coins  would  result  in  a larger  shield  design. 
The  election  of  Matthias  Corvinus  as  king  in  1458  would  signal  an  upturn  in 
Hungary’s  fortunes  as  indicated  by  subsequent  changes  in  the  coin  design  and  size. 
Trade  coinage  of  this  period  (billon  and  silver  denars)  became  standardized  with  the 
design  of  the  Madonna  and  Child  on  one  side  of  the  coin  and  the  Hungarian  coat  of 


Louis  I (1342-82) 
Penny  AR,  14m 


Matthias  Corvinus  (1459-90),  Ducat  (1481-7),  21mm  (Photo  enlarged) 

arms  on  the  other.  This  "Catholic"  symbol  clearly  signalled  the  allegiance  of  the 
Hungarian  ruling  house  with  that  of  the  Papacy  over  the  various  Protestant 
movements  challenging  its  authority.  Matthias  would  also  issue  gold  forints,  in 
addition  to  silver  garas,  denars  and  obols. 

Matthias’  death  in  1490,  however,  resulted  in  the  assembly  of  nobility  called  the  Diet 
becoming  supreme  to  the  monarch.  Subsequent  acts  by  this  body  further  weakened 
the  monarch,  and  restricted  the  rights  of  the  peasants.  King  Wladislaus  II  (1490- 
1516)  would  be  the  first  Hungarian  ruler  to  issue  thaler  size  gold  pieces  of 
guldengroschen  in  addition  to  the  usual  gold  and  silver  coinage.  These  internal 
problems  provided  a means  for  the  defeat  of  the  Hungarian  army,  under  King  Louis 
II  (1508-1526)  by  the  Turks  in  1526,  and  the  division  of  the  country  by  its  powerful 
neighbors.  Central  Hungary  was  annexed  by  the  Turks  with  the  eastern  region 
established  as  the  dependent  principality  of  Transylvania,  while  the  northern  and 
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Wladislaus  II,  Silver  Half-guldiner,  1506,  Kremnitz  Mint 

western  regions  (including  Croatia-Slavonia)  were  seized  by  the  Austrian  Hapsburgs 
with  Ferdinand,  the  Archduke  of  Austria,  becoming  King  of  Hungary.  Coinage  for 
Austrian  occupied  Hungary,  and  the  "independent"  principality  of  Transylvania  was 
issued  during  this  period.  However,  the  development  of  the  new  heavier  Hungarian 
coinage  was  halted  by  the  loss  of  the  silver  mines  of  Transylvania. 


Ferdinand  I,  Silver  Thaler,  1553,  Kremnitz  Mint 


Complete  Austrian  control  of  the  country  was  achieved  by  military  conquest  in  the 
late  17th  century.  Afterwards,  Hungary  would  accept  the  Austrian  (Hapsburg)  ruler 
as  its  King,  and  the  ruler  of  Austria  in  both  internal  and  external  affairs.  The  coinage 
of  Hungary  once  again  received  a redesign  to  indicate  the  new  political  reality.  In 
addition  to  the  silver  denars  with  the  Madonna  and  Child  motif  (a  Catholic  symbol 
also  favored  by  the  Austrians),  75-80  different  coins  were  issued  with  predominantly 
Austrian  designs  and  denominations. 


Austrian  rule,  as  was  typical  of  the  time,  was  autocratic  and  attempted  to  provide  a 
mechanism  for  the  assimilation  of  its  conquered  native  populations  into  the  Austrian 
Empire.  Hungarian  coinage  evolved  into  an  Austrian  based  denomination  system  with 
ornate  Austrian  type  designs  and  legends.  The  only  concession  to  Hungarian  culture 
was  the  continuation  of  the  Madonna/Child  motif  as  a design  element  on  the  coinage, 
although  with  a more  detailed  and  ornate  rendition.  The  desire  for  religious  freedom 
led  to  an  uprising  headed  by  Francis  R&k6czi  II  from  1703-11  resulting  in  the 
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Leopold  I,  15  Krajczar,  Silver,  1676 

relaxation  of  Austrian  rule  and  some  political  freedom  for  Hungary.  The  Hungarian 
"Malcontents"  issued  gold  ducats,  silver  forints/half  talers,  copper  poltura  pieces  and 
a denar  containing  the  Hungarian  coat  of  arms  and  the  Madonna/Child  design 
elements,  with  Hungarian  legends  and  the  phrase  PRO  LEBERTATE. 


10  Filler,  Nickel,  1894 


20  Filler,  Copper-Nickel,  1926 


A desire  for  economic  and  social  reform  within  a revival  of  Hungarian  culture 
resulted  in  the  Revolution  of  1848  led  by  Lajos  Kossuth,  among  others.  This 
revolution  issued  a vast  amount  of  paper  money  as  well  as  gold  ducats,  silver  coins 
with  various  krajczar  values  and  1 and  3 krajczar  copper  pieces.  Although  the  revolt 
was  put  down  by  foreign  intervention,  subsequent  Austrian  military  defeats  and 
general  unstable  conditions  in  Europe  resulted  in  the  creation  of  the  Dual  (Austro- 
Hungarian)  Monarchy.  Under  this  system,  internal  affairs  were  handled  by  each 
country’s  constitutional  government  while  recognizing  a single  emperor  with  nominal 
control  of  the  joint  military  and  foreign  policies.  Various  gold,  silver  and  even  nickel 
coins  were  subsequently  issued  with  legends,  some  in  Hungarian,  and  Hungarian 
symbolism,  such  as  St  Stephen’s  crown,  indicating  this  new  political  entity. 


"Malcontents" , 10  Poltura,  Copper,  1704  Revolution  of  1848  Coinage 

wl countermark  Madonna  and  child  on  obverse.  Harom  (3)  Krajczar,  1849,  Copper 
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The  defeat  of  the  Austro-Hungarian  Empire  in  World  War  I resulted  in  the  Kingdom 
of  Hungary  losing  Transylvania  to  Romania,  Croatia-Slavonia  to  Yugoslavia,  and 
smaller  parts  to  Austria,  Italy  and  Czechoslovakia.  A dictatorship  under  (Admiral) 
Nicholas  Horthy  was  established  in  1919  and  lasted  until  World  War  H.  The  first 
Hungarian  coins  for  the  regency  period  (1926-45)  included  bronze  1 and  2 filler  coins, 
copper-nickel  10,  20  and  50  filler  coins,  and  silver  1 and  2 pengo  coins.  The 
denominations  lower  than  1 pengo  had  St.  Stephen’s  crown  on  the  obverse  and  the 
denomination  on  the  reverse,  while  the  higher  valued  coins  typically  contained  the 
Hungarian  coat  of  arms  on  one  side.  During  World  War  II  Hungary  was  an  ally  of 
Nazi  Germany  in  order  to  secure  the  return  of  lands  seized  after  World  War  I. 
Coinage  was  issued  using  the  previous  designs  in  steel  and  zinc  for  the  lower 
denominations,  and  in  aluminum  for  the  higher. 


1 Pengo,  Aluminum,  1941  1 Forint,  Aluminum,  1946 


Unfortunately  for  Hungary,  it  was  overrun  by  Russian  forces  in  1944,  which  provided 
a means  for  Soviet  Russian  interference  in  its  attempt  to  form  a democratic  post-war 
government.  Coinage  in  this  interim  period  (1946-49)  rejected  previous  Hungarian 
design  symbolism  except  for  the  occasional  use  of  the  Hungarian  coat  of  arms.  By 
1949,  a communist  style  Hungarian  government  was  established  with  the  backing  and 
control  of  Soviet  Russia.  Coinage  of  the  People’s  Republic  (1949-89)  would  reject 
the  use  of  previous  Hungarian  design  symbolism  for  that  denoting  industry  and 
agriculture. 


20  Filler,  Aluminum,  1961  10  Forint,  Cop.-Nic.  Clad  Brass,  1993 


Subsequent  internal  dissent  and  revolt  occurred  as  the  people  once  again  struggle  for 
their  cultural  and  political  freedom.  After  the  decline  in  the  power  of  Soviet  Russia 
in  the  1980’s  Hungary  was  able  to  form  an  independent  democratic  government  in 
1992.  Coinage  of  the  republic  (1989-)  initially  rejected  the  use  of  Hungarian  design 
symbolism  except  for  the  use  of  the  Hungarian  coat  of  arms  on  the  1 and  10  forint 
coins. 
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SLIPPERY  SYMBOL 

Eels  slither  around  on  copper  coins  of  the  German  city  of  Ahlen,  as  a pun  on  its 
name. 

(Submitted  by  Paul  F.  L.  de  Groot) 
51 


ST.  BARBARA  & THE  GUARDIAN  ANGEL 


Bob  Forrest,  Manchester,  England,  NI  #2382 

According  to  one  version  of  the  legend  (1),  Barbara  is  supposed  to  have  lived  in 
Heliopolis  in  Syria  during  the  reign  of  Maximinus  II  (AD  309-313).  Her  father,  a 
fanatical  pagan  called  Dioscorus,  was  horrified  that  his  daughter  was  showing  more 
than  a passing  interest  in  Christianity,  so  he  locked  her  up  in  a high  tower  to  keep  her 
away  from  such  pernicious  influences.  As  with  any  other  grounded  young  lady, 
though,  this  course  of  action  served  only  to  strengthen  her  resolve,  and  seeing  this, 
her  exasperated  father  denounced  her  to  the  pagan  authorities,  who  ordered  her  to  be 
tortured.  Barbara,  however,  refused  to  renounce  her  Christian  faith,  so  the  judge 
ordered  Dioscorus  himself  to  execute  her.  But  no  sooner  had  the  execution  been 
carried  out  than  Dioscorus  was  struck  dead  by  lightning,  for  which  reason  Barbara 
subsequently  became  the  saint  especially  invoked  for  protection  against  lightning  (2), 
and,  by  association,  the  patron  saint  of  firework  makers  and  artillery  men  (3). 

There  are  variations  on  the  legend  of  St. 
Barbara.  Some  say  she  lived  not  at 
Heliopolis  but  at  Nicomedia;  others  in 
Antioch,  Tuscany  or  Rome  (4).  Her 
dates  vary,  too,  hovering  between  the 
3rd  and  4th  centuries  (2),  and  in  some 
versions  of  the  legend  she  is  locked  in 
the  tower  to  keep  her  away  from  a 
number  of  princely  suitors  (4).  But  the 
locking  in  the  tower  is  a consistently 
repeated  detail,  for  which  reason  she  is 
regularly  represented  in  art  as  holding  a 
model  tower,  often  with  the  palm  of 
martyrdom,  as  in  Fig.  1,  an  old  Spanish 
print.  It  was  the  tower  symbol  which 
resulted  in  St.  Barbara  becoming  the 
patron  saint  of  architects,  stonemasons 
and  bricklayers,  not  to  mention  the 
special  protector  of  fortifications!  (3) 

The  legend  of  St.  Barbara  was  long  regarded  by  the  Church  as  a spurious  medieval 
invention,  and  eventually,  along  with  St.  Philomena,  St.  Margaret  of  Antioch  and 
others,  she  was  officially  declared  to  be  a saint-who-never-was,  in  the  hagiographical 
clear-out  of  1969.  She  was  struck  off  the  official  list  of  saints:  "cultus  suppressed", 
as  they  say  (3). 

On  the  obverse  of  the  bronze  medal  shown,  llA  times  actual  size,  in  Fig.  2,  which  is 
Spanish  and  probably  of  19th  century  date,  we  have  a somewhat  unusual 
representation  of  the  saint.  She  is  shown  kneeling  and  offering  her  heart  to  a cloud- 
borne  Madonna  and  Child,  this  signifying  her  deep  devotion,  of  course.  The  model 
tower  of  Fig.  1 is  absent,  and  instead  her  imprisonment  seems  to  be  indicated  by  a 
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Fig.  2 


chain  leading  from  her  left  wrist.  (I  say  "seems"  because  the  medal  is  somewhat  worn 
and  corroded.)  The  reverse  of  the  medal  shows  an  angel  guiding  a young  child 
(seemingly  a girl),  the  legend  O S ANGEL  DE  LA  GUARDA  SED  MI  GUIA, 
meaning,  "O  Holy  Guardian  Angel,  be  my  Guide."  Taking  the  obverse  and  reverse 
together,  I suspect  that  this  medal  was  aimed  at  providing  some  divine  protection  and 
inspiration  for  a young  girl,  for  whom  St.  Barbara’s  deep  devotion  is  - or  was  - a role 
model:  one  of  her  many  patronages  is  that  of  young  girls,  in  fact  (5). 

There  are  a number  of  strange  beliefs  connected  with  St.  Barbara.  For  example,  it  is 
said  that  on  St.  Barbara’s  day  (formerly  December  4th),  no  needlework  should  be 
done,  or  one’s  hens  will  not  lay  for  the  whole  year  to  come  (5).  Work  that  one  out, 
if  you  can! 


(1)  James  Bentley,  A Calendar  of  Saints  (1994),  p.234. 

(2)  Elizabeth  Hallam,  Saints  (1994),  p.160. 

(3)  The  Benedictine  Monks  of  St.  Augustine’s  Abbey,  Ramsgate,  The  Book  of 
Saints  (1994),  p.74-5. 

(4)  Alban  Butler,  Lives  of  the  Saints,  ed.  H.  Thurston  & D.  Attwater  (1956),  vol.4, 
p.487-9. 

(5)  Clemens  Jockle,  Encyclopedia  of  Saints  (1997),  p.49-51. 
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ST.  ROCH  AND  ST.  HUBERT 

Bob  Forrest,  Manchester,  England,  NI  #2382 

St.  Roch  (or  Rock)  was  bom  in  Montpellier,  France  in  about  1350  (though  his  quoted 
dates  vary  from  source  to  source).  As  a young  man  recently  orphaned,  he  sold  all  his 
possessions,  gave  the  proceeds  to  the  poor,  and  went  on  a pilgrimage  to  Rome.  At 
that  time  plague  was  raging  throughout  Italy  and  the  saint  made  a mission  of  caring 
for  the  sick  and  dying,  gaining  a reputation  for  miraculous  cures  in  the  process.  (His 
powers  were  said  to  be  linked  to  a strange  cruciform  birth-mark  on  his  chest!)  Thus 
it  was  that  St.  Roch  became  the  saint  most  commonly  invoked  in  times  of  plague,  as 
he  is  on  the  obverse  of  the  bronze  French  medal  shown  VA  times  actual  size  in  Fig. 
1,  where  he  is  specifically  invoked  against  cholera  in  a legend  which  tells  a story  all 
on  its  own:  ST  ROCH  PRESERVEZ  NOUS  DU  CHOLERA.  The  medal  is  probably 
of  nineteenth  century  date. 


Fig.  1 


Eventually  St.  Roch  himself  caught  the  plague,  and  wandered  off  to  die  in  seclusion 
in  the  forest  of  Piacenza.  Legend  has  it,  though,  that  he  was  befriended  by  a dog  who 
licked  his  sores  and  brought  him  food,  as  a result  of  which  he  subsequently  recovered. 
For  this  reason  the  saint  is  frequently  depicted  in  art  with  a dog,  as  in  fact  he  is  on 
the  obverse  of  Fig.  1,  the  fore-part  of  the  dog  being  just  visible  to  the  lower  right  of 
the  kneeling  saint.  (At  least,  this  looks  more  like  the  usually  attendant  dog  than  does 
the  curious  looking  object  behind  the  saint,  whose  nature  eludes  me,  I must  confess. 
It  could  be  anything  form  a bush  to  a very  gaunt  plague  victim!) 

St.  Hubert  of  Libge,  who  appears  on  the  reverse  of  Fig.  1,  had  been,  in  earlier  life, 
a high  ranking  official  at  the  court  of  Pepin  of  Heristal  (Pepin  the  Younger,  father  of 
Charles  Martel).  His  life  was  set  to  change,  though,  with  his  conversion  to 
Christianity,  which  came  about  in  the  following  miraculous  circumstances:  he  was  out 
hunting  one  Good  Friday  when  he  came  upon  a stag  with  a crucifix  between  its 
antlers.  Then  he  seemed  to  hear  a voice  which  warned  him  that  unless  he  turned  to 
Christ  (which,  of  course,  included  no  more  hunting  on  Good  Friday!),  he  was  destined 
for  Hell.  Taking  the  hint,  Hubert  took  to  preaching  the  gospel  amongst  the  still  pagan 
inhabitants  of  the  remote  Ardennes  region,  his  zeal  being  such  that  by  AD  706  he  had 
become  bishop  of  Maestricht.  A few  years  after  his  appointment,  he  transferred  his 
see  to  Li&ge,  which  city  is  said  to  have  prospered  as  a result,  hence  his  adoption  as 
the  patron  saint  of  that  city.  He  died  in  AD  727. 
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On  the  medal  St.  Hubert  is  represented,  as  he  is  so  often  in  art,  as  kneeling  before  the 
stag  with  a crucifix  between  its  antlers.  The  reverse  legend  is  HUBERT  P.P.N. 
= St.  Hubert  Pray  for  Us  - but  in  what  role  is  he  being  invoked?  The  saint  is 
regarded  as  the  patron  saint  of  hunters,  on  account  of  his  own  former  enthusiasm  for 
such  pursuits,  and  he  is  also,  as  stated  above,  the  patron  saint  of  Li&ge.  Finally,  he 
is,  via  his  association  with  hunting,  regarded  as  the  special  protector  of  dogs,  and  is 
also  invoked  against  rabies.  I therefore  leave  readers  to  decide  for  themselves 
whether  this  medal  is  associated  with  a particular  cholera  outbreak  in  the  region  of 
Lifcge,  or  whether  it  is  a general  medal,  relating  to  no  particular  time  or  place,  for 
protection  against  both  cholera  and  rabies.  For  a medal  of  a very  similar  type,  with 
some  background,  see  my  article  "Religious  Medals  V:  Religious  Medals  and 

Amulets"  in  NI  Bulletin , December  1997,  p.308. 

Finally,  for  those  readers  suffering  from  some  degree  of  d6j£  vu  over  St.  Hubert,  St. 
Eustace  also  encountered  a stag  with  a crucifix  between  its  antlers.  Therein  lies 
another  story  - but  for  another  time  .... 

Sources. 


James  Bentley,  A Calendar  of  Saints  (1994),  p.  158  (St.  Roch)  & p.215  (St.  Hubert); 
Elizabeth  Hallam,  Saints  (1994),  p.107  (St.  Roch)  & p.147-8  (St.  Hubert);  and  The 
Book  of  Saints  compiled  by  the  Benedictine  monks  of  St.  Augustines’s  Abbey, 
Ramsgate  (1994),  p.484  (St.  Roch)  & p.274  (St.  Hubert). 


55 


SOME  UNIQUE  or  VERY  RARE  EUROPEAN  DOLLARS  #29 

John  S.  Davenport,  Mount  Dora,  Florida,  NI  # 602 

When  the  ruling  house  of  Medici  in  Florence  came  to  an  end  in  1737,  Tuscany  passed 
to  Francis,  duke  of  Lorraine,  husband  of  Maria  Theresa,  the  Habsburg  heiress. 
Francis  never  entered  his  duchy,  and  on  his  death  his  younger  son,  Peter  Leopold, 
succeeded  and  came  to  govern  Tuscany  in  person  (1765-1790). 

Tuscany  issued  talers  for  the  Levant  trade  (1768-1774)  with  a more  ornate  reverse 
than  the  regular  issues.  The  1768  is  of  a slightly  different  design  from  the  following 
pieces. 


TALLERO  FOR  THE  LEVANT  1768 

P.  LEOP.  D.  G.  P.  R.  H.  ET  - B.  A.  A.  M.  D.  ETR  *,  bust  R. 

IN  TE  - DOMINE  - SPERAVI  - 1768x,  arms  crowned  and  supported  by  two  eagles. 

(Peter  Leopold  by  the  grace  of  God,  royal  prince  of  Hungary  and  Bohemia,  archduke 
of  Austria,  grandduke  of  Tuscany) 

(In  Thee,  oh  Lord,  have  I hoped) 

Not  in  CNI  or  Galeotti  Unique?  Dav.  A1512 

********************************************************************* 


THINGS  ARE  NOT  ALWAYS  WHAT  THEY  SEEM  - U.S.A. 

Paul  F.  L.  de  Groot,  Calgary,  Alberta,  Canada,  NI  HI  786 

In  the  early  1800s  the  government  of  the  United  States  became  more  active  on  a 
worldwide  scale.  As  part  of  a project  to  forge  closer  ties  with  some  foreign  rulers, 
it  was  decided  in  1834  to  include  a presentation  proof  set  of  American  coins  among 
the  gifts  for  them.  The  silver  dollar  had  not  been  struck  for  a long  time,  but  it  was 
ordered  that  this  impressive  piece  should  also  be  present.  As  it  was  thought  that  the 
last  US  dollars  bore  the  date  1804,  a new  die  was  made  with  that  year  impressed  on 
it.  In  fact,  no  1804  dated  dollars  were  struck  in  1804! 
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